
Visual Analysis

Overview: Several of the images that accompany this article are photos of 
works of art created by Hassan Hajjaj. Turn your attention to the one called 
“Time Out," shown on the next page of this pdf. Download the PDF and 
analyze this work of visual art. Click on the icons to find questions to guide 
you. (Note: The PDF needs to be downloaded for the icons to work.)You can 
either answer them in writing, or in discussion with a partner.

This lesson meets this Common Core Standard: RL/RI.1 Read closely to 
determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from 
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text.
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Start with the two people shown 
seated in chairs. What do you notice 
about each of them? What do you 
notice about their faces? What do 
you notice about their clothes? What 
parts of their bodies aren’t covered? 
What do you think is significant 
about what the women are wearing, 
and what you can and can’t see of 
them? What might the artist be 
saying? What are the two people in the 

image doing? How do you feel when 
you look at them? Why do you think 
there are two people, rather than 
one, or rather than a group? 

Now consider the setting. Where do 
you think these people are? What 
makes you think so? What objects 
do you see? Why do you think they 
have been included? 

The image also uses color, light, and 
shadow to great effect. Start with 
color. What colors do you notice, and 
what do you notice about them? 
What about the shadows? What do 
you think is casting the shadow that 
covers the image? What effect do 
the shadows have? How do they 
make you feel? What do you think 
they might mean in the context of the 
image?  

Shift your focus to the frame. What is 
in the cubby holes in the frame? 
Why do you think Hajjaj chose those 
objects to include? How do they 
relate to any of the contents of the 
photo, including color? 
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