


Star of the L’Monar team and cofounder of the 
Syrian Lebanese baseball league in Texas, William 
“Bill” Anawaty, was a son of immigrant parents who 
had settled in the oilfield town of Port Arthur. His skill 
on the field helped his team win the Syrian State 
Championship in 1932, which was commemorated 
with this certificate. On it, Anawaty appears in the 
top row, fourth from left, alongside two of his 
brothers, Henry and Louis.



L’Monar players lined up for a team photo in 1932 
as Syrian State Champions that year. The team was 
part of the larger Young Men’s Amusement Club 
(YMAC) of Port Arthur, which proposed in 1931 a 
Southern Federation of Syrian Clubs, each “em-
bracing all Syrian clubs of the Southern States, 
each club to be represented by four delegates to 
convene and draw up articles of federation.” 



In her San Antonio home, Peggy 
Karam holds a photo of her late 
father posing with his bat, glove and 
hat. Anawaty remained active with 
the team for many years as a player 
and, later, a manager.



The team's official scorebook from its 
1932 championship year profiled each 
player, and on Anawaty's page, it 
stated his batting average was a pow-
erhouse .444, and his fielding was 
perfect. It also commented that his 
left-handed batting was unique on 
L'Monar, “lending the only bit of versa-
tility to our batting attack.”
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